Grab a Shovel
Date: March 15, 2026
Introduction
· On our Wednesday nights Bible Study we are currently studying the book of Genesis.
And we are in the middle of Chapter 26.
· Abraham has died and Isaac has taken over leadership of the family.
· A famine has occurred in the land of Canaan and Isaac decides to move to land with more favorable conditions.
· He takes the family down to a city named Gerar
Gerar is near the city of Gaza. 
(Along what today we would call: “The Gaza Strip.”)
· Apparently, Isaac had plans to go on… down to Egypt to wait out the famine.
· Because God speaks to Isaac and tells him not to continue to Egypt, but to stay where he is.
· God promises to care for Isaac’s household if he obeys.
· In that conversation, God confirms that the covenant that He had made with Abraham would continue with Isaac.
You might be asking yourself:
“Why is he telling us about what he’s teaching on Wednesday nights?”
Because this morning we are going to pick-up where we left off this past Wednesday.
I believe the Lord’s plan is for us to take this next the next part of the chapter and unpack it this morning.
So if you are following in your Bible or taking notes,
We are picking up in Genesis chapter 26, verse 12.
And the message that God has for us this morning is:
Grab a Shovel!
Let’s read:
Genesis 26:12 ESV
And Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in the same year a hundredfold. 
Now don’t forget...
they are in the middle of a famine.
In the middle of a famine, Isaac plants crops and reaps a hundred times more than he invested.
Others are looking at their fields of blighted, sickly crops...
and Isaac’s servants are harvesting lush, healthy food.
Genesis 26:13–14 ESV
The Lord blessed him, and the man became rich, and gained more and more until he became very wealthy. 
He had possessions of flocks and herds and many servants, so that the Philistines envied him.
God has plans for this family, so He prospered Abraham, and is doing the same with Isaac.
But… as they say:
“Haters gonna’ hate.”
Genesis 26:15 ESV
(Now the Philistines had stopped and filled with earth all the wells that his father’s servants had dug in the days of Abraham his father.)
Water… is life.
ESPECIALLY, when you live in desert like conditions.
Abraham had squabbles with the Philistines back when he dug the wells, and he had gone to the Philistines and insisted on paying them for the wells… that he dug.
Isaac, being Abraham’s heir, is the rightful official owner of these wells.
· But the jealous Philistines have fille them in.
· I don’t know about you, but I despise digging.
· And the shovels of Isaac’s time would not have been the efficient tools that we have today.
· It would NOT have been easy to dig the wells.
· And there would have been attempts to dig where no water was found.
Can you imagine how disheartening it would have been for Isaac and company to discover all that hard work… ruined.
As I said:
Water is LIFE.
The Bible often connects these life giving wells with the:
eternal life, presence, power, provision, and anointing of God.
A couple of examples:
Proverbs 4:23 ESV
Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.
Proverbs 14:27 ESV
The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, that one may turn away from the snares of death.
Psalm 36:9 ESV
For with you is the fountain of life...
John 4:14 ESV
but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
So oooo often..
We ALLOW the enemy to use the things of this earth 
(in Isaac’s case literally “earth”) 
to fill-in OUR wells of living water.
· The Living Water of our intimacy with God
· The Living Water of our passion for his presence
· The Living Water of our zeal to tell people about Him
· The Living Water of hearing His voice
· The Living Water of miracles in our midst

and yes...
if you go long enough without God’s life-giving water...
you will spiritually die.
When people walk away from their relationship with Christ,
it is a senseless tragedy because that water is given freely:
Revelation 21:6 ESV
...“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.”
Some people will tell you that losing your salvation isn’t possible, but that’s not what the Bible teaches:
Jeremiah 2:13 ESV
for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.
The water of salvation requires no digging… no price.
If you have allowed your spiritual life to die of thirst, I have to ask:
“WHY?”
It’s free.
I often say:
“Salvation is free.
But Christianity is expensive. It will cost you your life.”
When you commit your life to Christ...
that commitment takes some work.
You gotta’ dig some wells.
· Wells of His presence
· Wells of His anointing
· Wells of understanding His Word
· Wells of hearing His voice
If you don’t dig these wells, you might just forget your thirst for Him at all.
At the very best you will be a weak, dehydrated believer.
Abraham dug his wells.
But Isaac got complacent.
He didn’t notice that a jealous enemy had filled-in the wells with...
“earthly things.”
Isaac knew that without the life-giving water under that dirt,
He and his family and servants would die.
So, what does he do?
He Grabs a Shovel.
Genesis 26:18 ESV
And Isaac dug again the wells of water that had been dug in the days of Abraham his father, which the Philistines had stopped after the death of Abraham. And he gave them the names that his father had given them.
“He gave them the names that his father had given them.”
· He wasn’t digging for sand,
he was digging for water.

· He wasn’t digging for clay,
he was digging for water.

· He wasn’t digging for loam,
he was digging for water.

· He wasn’t digging for mud,
he was digging for water.

· Isaac was digging for cool, clean, crystal clear, 
life-giving water.
Do you know what you are digging for?
· Are you re-digging the well of closeness to God?
· Are you re-digging the well of revival?
· Are you re-digging the well your spiritual gifts;
that you haven’t used in who knows how long?
Whatever it is...
Don’t stop digging until you hit water!
Isaac re-opened ALL the wells that his father had dug.
And then, do you know what he did?...
He dug some more.
The things that God has done for you in the past MUST be continued, but we don’t stop there.
God has new things, new places, new adventures for us to discover.
… New Wells for us to dig.
Fair warning though.
The enemy already isn’t happy that you are un-clogging the wells that he spent a lot of effort filling-in.
He won’t sit idly by while we dig new wells in the Spirit.
He will put-up a fight.
But don’t worry about him. He is already a defeated foe.
Let’s get back to Isaac.
Genesis 26:19–20 ESV
But when Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and found there a well of spring water, 
the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, “The water is ours.” So he called the name of the well Esek, because they contended with him.
Esek means contention.
They argued and whined, but they lost in the end.
Why?
Because Isaac kept digging.
The enemy will give you all kinds of reasons why you shouldn’t dig this well.
But when God has given you the land, the Water is already yours.

Genesis 26:21 ESV
Then they dug another well, and they quarreled over that also, so he called its name Sitnah.
Sitnah means enemy.
People will come against you when you are digging a well.
They won’t like you living close to the throne.
They will tell you not to be such an “extreme” religious person.
In answer to that...
King David said it best when his wife was embarrassed by his worship of God.
He said:
2 Samuel 6:22 ESV
Yes, and I am willing to look even more foolish than this, even to be humiliated in my own eyes!
In other words:
“Honey, you ain’t seen nothin’ yet.”
After Isaac contended with the contenders,
and fought with the enemies...
do you know what he did then?
He dug another well.
But this time nobody put obstacles in his path.
Nobody called him a fool.
It was clear sailing.
Verse 22 says
Genesis 26:22 ESV 
...So he called its name Rehoboth, saying, “For now the Lord has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land.”
Rehoboth means broad open spaces.
There comes a place where you have dug and dug and dug.
You don’t think you can put that shovel in the ground one more time.
And then Jehovah God.
· Jehovah Jireh, your provider
· Jehovah Rapha, your healer
· Jehovah Shalom, your peace
· Jehovah Tsidkenu, your righteousness
God Himself will open the land before you.
We could stop right here and believe that we have received the Word of the Lord this morning, but there is a little bit more to the story.
After this Isaac moves back to Beersheba, where his father had spent a lot of time.
Scripture doesn’t say that the famine had ended.
But when God opens the land to you, famines don’t matter anymore.
This town that Isaac moved to...
Beersheba...
Do you wanna’ know what Beersheba means?
The Well of Promise
Genesis 26:24 ESV
And the Lord appeared to him the same night and said, “I am the God of Abraham your father. Fear not, for I am with you and will bless you and multiply your offspring for my servant Abraham’s sake.”
The next verse tells us that Isaac built an altar there and called on the name of the Lord, and he settled there.
The last sentence of this passage is:
Genesis 26:25 ESV
… And there Isaac’s servants dug a well.
Conclusion:
· Have any of your wells gotten clogged?
· Do you find yourself spiritually dying of thirst?
· Are you ready to dig some new wells?
· Wanna’ grab a shovel?
