Toy or Weapon?
Date: February 22, 2026
Introduction
How many of you are old enough to remember Clackers?
When I was a kid, we also knew them as Klik-Klaks.
They were sold under a variety of names.
2-inch balls attached to thick string, with a device for holding in the middle.
Originally, the balls were made of tempered glass;
but.. it didn’t take long to realize that even tempered glass will shatter with enough repeated force.
Then they switched out the glass for acrylic.
My older sister owned both varieties.
{Explain function}
All the variations of the names under which these things were sold were allusions to sound they made when you were playing with them.
I think a better name for them would be:
                            Little orbs of death
They were extremely dangerous.
· As I said, the glass versions would shatter.
Like no one could see that coming.
· But even the acrylic versions would send chips zipping through the air.
· And let’s talk about what happened when you got the rhythm going about the speed of light, and you lost your grip.
… and your younger brother was standing too close.
Reports of injuries began to come in.
Needless to say, places started to ban the toy.
My dad didn’t wait for a law, he eventually confiscated every set my sister got her hands on.
(They never trusted me with a set)
Personally, I think it would be good idea to issue a set to every soldier.
Through the years companies have tried to reintroduce “safer” versions.
If you are interested or… have a death wish..., 
they sell them on Amazon.

So why am I blabbering on about a toy from the 1960’s and 70’s?
Because this morning, we are going to unpack Philippians 4:8  
Philippians 4:8 ESV
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.

I probably heard this verse somewhere as a child, 
but my first memories of interacting with it were as a teenager watching Missionette coronation ceremonies.
Every girl who completed the program had to be able to quote it.
Perhaps, in observing it as a qualification to earn a merit, I somehow lessened its importance in my eyes.
Perhaps I only saw this verse as a reminder to be positive in my thoughts.
I had to grow in my understanding of scripture...
and for our purposes today...
specifically this one.
I had to learn that Philippians 4:8 is not a toy...
It’s a weapon.
It should have been clear. 
Scripture openly declares that it is a sword:
Ephesians 6:17 ESV
and take...the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God…

And Hebrews 4 tells us the arena of battle in which our sword is effective.
Hebrews 4:12 ESV
For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
We are given here 3 pairs of words that tell us exactly where to strike with this weapon.
· soul and spirit
· joints and marrow
· thoughts and intentions of the heart
All of these words point inwardly
· Our Thoughts
· Our Desires
· Our Passions
· Our Feelings
· Our Intentions
Yes.
There is a roaring lion out there seeking whom he may devour, and we are supposed to attack him with the Word.
But the stronger foe you must face looks back at you in the mirror each morning.
Philippians 4:8 is a weapon to defeat your own sin nature that always wants to take back control.
But it takes practice with any weapon to become proficient in battle with it.
If you are struggling with jealousy, 
you can’t just quote 1 Timothy 6:6 
1 Timothy 6:6 ESV
...godliness with contentment is great gain,
one time and poof the jealousy is gone.

· It takes prayer asking God to set you free.
· It takes asking God to help you understand WHY you want what others have.
· It takes searching out everything the Word of God has to say about jealousy
· It takes determined repentance.  (doing as many times as necessary)
· It takes practicing gratitude for what God has given YOU.
Actually, all of these steps...is what we are being told in:
Romans 12:2 ESV
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
When Paul was writing to the Philippians they were troubled about Paul’s imprisonment.
Paul writes comforting and encouraging them:
“It’s okay.  
God’s got this.
I am fine.
And even if turns to where I am not fine...
God has a plan and will see me through it”
Paul is telling us that we are in charge of where we place our focus.
Just like the Philippians...
There is plenty in our world today to get our minds in the wrong place
So, let’s go through the instructions that Paul gives 
and get some insight on how to use this weapon that God has given us.

I. Whatever is TRUE
If we are to think about what is true, then we have to identify...
What lies are being spoken?
What lies have you believed?
· Have you believed that any ethnicity (including your own) is inherently bad?
· Have you believed that the way to correct gender dysphoria is to alter a person’s body?
· Have you believed that maybe God doesn’t interact with the world?
or any of a plethora of other lies?
Measure it up against the basis of God’s Word
Jesus said:
John 8:31–32 ESV
... “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 
and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

II. Whatever is HONORABLE
Do your thoughts take you down a path of dishonor?
Do you want to deal-out justice to others, while you expect grace for yourself?
Second Timothy encourages us to remove dishonorable things from our lives, and then we will be honorable vessels set apart for the masters work.
But how can we be sure about what is honorable, and what is dishonorable?
Many scriptures point out what honor is by teaching us what we should honor in others.
· honor your parents (raising children is honorable)
· honor God with the firstfruits of your labor (productivity is honorable)
· outdo each other in showing honor (lifting each other up is honorable)
The list is extensive.
Thinking of good things to do is honorable.

III. Whatever is JUST
Justice has to do with how we treat our fellow people.
It’s doing what is right.
God has given us the drive for self-preservation.
When that drive gets out of balance, it becomes selfishness.
And selfishness distracts us from what is JUST.
“How can I get ‘one-up’ on you?”
Illus.:
{Slapping Frank}
The Holy Spirit was not interested in my prayer requests at that exact moment.
Matthew 5:23–24 ESV
So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 
leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.
{Finish story}
Focus on how you can show honor.












Toy or Weapon?
Date: March 1, 2026
Recap
Last week we began a message taken from:
Philippians 4:8 ESV
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.
Where as 
I. Whatever is TRUE

II. Whatever is HONORABLE


III. Whatever is JUST

IV. Whatever is PURE
The Greek work here is closely related to the word for “holy”
Any sin that crosses our mind CAN be impurity.
(Just thinking a thought is not sin, or every temptation would be sin.  
What the enemy does, is sin for him. I doesn’t have to be sin for you.)
The question is:
when that thought crosses your mind...
do you let it cross and exit the other side?
Or… do you raise a stop sign in its path and say:
“Hold-up a minute and let me think about you.”
That is the point when it becomes sin...
long before you act on it.

Psalm 119:9 ESV
How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word.
We want to minimize those impure thoughts, and James gives us a clue about how to do that.
James 4:8 ESV
Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
Draw near to God.
The closer you are to the throne, the further you are from the devil’s voice.

V. Whatever is LOVELY
Yes.
There is benefit to admiring a sunset, or stopping to recognize the pleasant aroma of a rose, that can connect you to the most high.
But, I don’t want my steady diet of “whatever is lovely” to be dependent on the time of day or blooming seasons.
There are also more productive topics
Matthew 11:28–30 ESV
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
The comfort and peace that comes from knowing Christ better, 
and following Him more closely is absolutely beautiful.
And… it’s available 24/7.

VI. Whatever is COMMENDABLE
Sometimes our thoughts aren’t impure.
They’re just… “spiritually empty.”
Like the nutritional value of iceberg lettuce.
Is what you are investing your thought life in going to give you a return for your investment.
Matthew 12:36 ESV
I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak…
I’m afraid I have far too many words that have no spiritual nutrition.
2 Corinthians 10:5 ESV
We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,

VII. If there is any EXCELLENCE 
Colossians 3:23–24 ESV
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.
A child of the most high, should never entertain the thought:
“What is the least I can get by with?”
Our thoughts should be of how we can BEST serve our Lord and Savior.
He deserves our utmost effort.
An old adage goes:
“Good, better, best. Never let it rest. ‘Til your good grts better, and your better is best.”

VIII. If there is anything WORTHY OF PRAISE
Here’s the kicker.
When you direct your thoughts to ANY-THING the motivates you to praise...
That’s a good thought.
A few examples:
Psalm 96:9 ESV
Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness; tremble before him, all the earth!
Hebrews 12:28 ESV
Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe…
1 Chronicles 16:29 ESV
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering and come before him! Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness;
and lastly:
Colossians 3:16 ESV
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
Conclusion:
· Is it true?
· Is it honorable?
· Is it just?
· Is it pure?
· Is it lovely?
· Is it commendable?
· Is there excellence?
· Is it worthy of praise?




